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The incorporation of the European Convention on Human Rights including article 8 on privacy and article 10 on freedom of expression is expected to take place following the introduction of the Human Rights Bill [H.L.], in the House of Lords on 23 October 1997. (See - Explanatory and Financial Memorandum of the Bill). The UK Government also launched a White Paper - Rights Brought Home: The Human Rights Bill, CM 3782, London: HMSO, October 1997. See also the House of Commons, Library Research Papers, The Human Rights Bill [HL], Bill 119 of 1997/98, No: 98/24, February 1998.


Article 8 of the ECHR, Right to respect for private and family life states that:


1. Everyone has the right to respect for his private and family life, his home and his correspondence.


2. There shall be no interference by a public authority with the exercise of this right except such as is in accordance with the law and is necessary in a democratic society in the interests of national security, public safety or the economic well-being of the country, for the prevention of disorder or crime, for the protection of health or morals, or for the protection of the rights and freedoms of others. 








There were also calls or the drafting of a European Convention on Privacy by the members of the 40-nation Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly following Princess Diana's death. A motion tabled by David Atkinson (UK-EDG) was signed by members of the Political Affairs Committee from all political groups across Europe. The MPs voiced their alarm at the continued intrusion into personal privacy in member states - in violation of Article 8 of the European Convention of Human Rights. The Assembly’s Bureau has referred the matter to its Legal Affairs and Human Rights Committee with a view towards drafting such a convention. The draft would have to include, among its principles, the protection of privacy of lawful behaviour from photography without approval or permission, the motion states. (See the October 1997 edition of Europa40plus, Council of Europe's electronic newspaper)
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